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Rome. It stood upon the spot, and was built in part with the materials
of the palace of Lateran, which gave name to that part of the hill, and
which had been the house of Plautius Lateranus, a rich Roman senator,
whom Nero put to death as an accomplice in Piso's conspiracy. Constantine
inherited it by his wife Fausta, whence it was called Faustina, and more
frequently the Constantinian Basilic, The founder built a chapel within
the inclosed area of this church and dependent upon it, dedicated in honour
of St John Baptist, with a second altar dedicated in honour of St John
Evangelist. This chapel was the Baptisterion, a fine structure, and most
richly ornamented. Upon the font was placed an image of St John Baptist.
We find by the ancient memorials of the church of Rome that Constantine
gave to this baptisterion, or chapel, thirteen thousand nine hundred and
thirty-four golden pence yearly income, in houses and lands not only in
Italy, but also in Sicily, Africa, and Greece, which amounts to about
ten thousand four hundred and fifty pounds; for the golden penny at
that time was worth fifteen shillings of our money. But if we consider
the difference of the price of things, the sum would be now of a much
greater value. This chapel having always been a place of great fame and
devotion, from it the whole church, though dedicated to our Saviour, has
been generally called the Church of St John Lateran. The Lateran church
is styled the head, the mother, and the mistress of all churches, as an
inscription on its walls imports. It would be too long to enumerate the
precious relics of our divine Redeemer's passion, and of innumerable
martyrs with which it is enriched. Pope Leo I established among the
canons of the Lateran basilic the regular observance which St Austin had
instituted in Africa. Alexander II placed here reformed regular canons
which he called from St Frigidian's at Lucca, in 1061, and declared this
church the head of that reformed congregation, which still bears the name
of the regular canons of St John of Lateran; though these canons have
been removed hence to the Church of our Lady della pace, and secular
canons with the title of prelates serve this basilic according to the con-
stitutions of Sixtus III in 1456 and Sixtus IV in 1483.

Solomon's temple was dedicated to the divine worship by the most
solemn religious rites and prayers. The Christians, who blessed their food,
their houses, and whatever they used, could not fail to consecrate or bless
oratories which they deputed for divine service: though during the per-
secutions they celebrated the sacred mysteries in houses, prisons, private
places, &c.

Hence churches have been usually consecrated by solemn rites and
prayers, and it is a grievous sacrilege to profane them, or do in them any-
thing but what has an immediate relation to the divine service: the church
being the house of God. Though he be everywhere, he is said to reside
particularly in heaven, because he there displays his presence by his glory